Phi  Kappa  Phi  and  NSU  Research  Council

Student  Research  Awards

To Be Presented March 29 During NSU Research Day 2012
Nomination Packet Deadline – March 12, 2012
Nominations are requested for two Student Research Awards to be presented at NSU Research Day 2012 on March 29.  Each award consists of a $500 cash prize and commemorative plaque.  The purpose of these awards is to recognize outstanding research, distinguished artistic performance, or creative work completed by a student, or team of students, while enrolled at NSU.  Sponsored by the NSU Chapter of Phi Kappa Phi and the NSU Research Council, these awards are also designed to increase student participation in Research Day.  This will be the fourth year that these awards have been made; both undergraduate and graduate students may be nominated.

Students must be nominated by full- or part-time faculty members, adjunct faculty members, and/or professional staff members with faculty status.   Nominators may sponsor more than one student for these awards; however, a student may only submit a single application. Students in all academic disciplines are eligible, and the Review Committee that will evaluate all nominations will be instructed to construe broadly the terms “research,” “artistic performance,” and “creative work” to enable consideration of the greatest number of students.  Research projects, artistic performances, or creative works that are jointly produced by two or more students will be considered, but multiple nominees must have shared the work equally. 

Nominees for the undergraduate award must be NSU undergraduates at the time the award is made and enrolled in at least nine hours.  Nominees for the graduate award must be NSU graduate students at the time the award is made and enrolled in at least six hours.  Both undergraduate and graduate student nominees must have submitted a presentation proposal and must be a presenter at NSU Research Day 2012.  Poster presentations are not eligible.
Nomination packets must be received in the Office of the Provost by noon, Monday, March 12, and must be submitted in the required format. 
Each nomination must include a cover page, along with the following items, all of which must be submitted as a single package of information.
· From the Faculty Sponsor, a Letter of Nomination/Evaluation:

This letter of recommendation must be written in clear, non-technical terms and must contain the Nominator’s assessment of the state-of-the-art nature of the student’s research, artistic performance, or creative work and its significance within the student’s field.  In particular, the letter of nomination should address the project’s:

· conceptual originality,

· design and methodology,
· impact on or contribution to the student’s academic field, and

· the potential larger impact of the nominated work.
· From the Student Nominated, an Expanded Presentation Proposal:  


An expanded version (500 words) of the presentation abstract must be included.  The expanded version must summarize the project, performance, or work in such a way that a reader unfamiliar with the student’s field could interpret the research question and/or recognize the significance of the project, performance, or creative work. 

· From the Student Nominated, Pertinent Supporting Materials:

It is the student’s responsibility to present sufficient and pertinent supporting materials to enable the Review Committee to render an informed judgment regarding the value of the research project, artistic performance, or creative work.  For example, if a survey or questionnaire was utilized, a copy should be included in this section.  Similarly, tables, charts, and other types of evidence necessary to support the project must be included.  If human subjects were involved, the IRB approval letter must be attached.

The Ad Hoc Committee on Student Research Awards will evaluate all nominations using criteria published in the Nomination Packet.
Proposals will be evaluated and awards will be made on a project-specific basis, using the information provided in the nomination packet exclusively.  All decisions of the Ad Hoc Committee on Student Research Awards will be final.  Questions about the awards and/or the nomination/evaluation processes should be directed to Dr. Steve Horton at hortons@nsula.edu.
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM

ACADEMIC SUMMIT

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH DAY

APRIL 20, 2012

McNeese State University

Lake Charles, LA
Northwestern State University will select on a competitive basis 5 poster presentations and 5 oral presentations to represent the University at the second annual Undergraduate Research Day.  Individuals wishing to make an oral presentation should submit the Student Research Award Packet by the March 12 deadline and register to present at the NSU Research Day on March 29, 2012.
The university will pay for the selected presenters’ conference registration.  For further details, please contact Dr. Margaret E. Cochran at cochran@nsula.edu. 
